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A note from Captain Marius

“2018 was a great year for the Plastic Whale 
Foundation. Thanks to your support we could go  
plastic fishing with more than 2000 kids but we 
also organized two successful clean-ups involving 
hundreds of people in our mission for plastic-free 
waters worldwide.

In 2019 we have some exciting plans to reach and 
involve more youngsters, the future generation, 
with a national fishing challenge event and a new 
online platform offering information accessible 
across the globe.

Stop talking. Let’s start doing!”



Our mission: Plastic-free waters. Worldwide.
The world’s oceans, rivers, lakes and canals must 
become plastic-free. It is possible, with the right spirit 
and the right actions. No time to wait.

We do this by creating awareness for the plastic soup 
by involving as many people as possible and inspire 
them to take positive action for the solution. 

Since we started fishing with children in 2014 we’ve 
seen the positive impact our fishing trips have had on 
children; an unforgettable experience. 

Fishing with Plastic Whale allows this new generation 
to experience first-hand how they can get involved and 
make a difference in their daily lives and in doing so 
help us with our mission for plastic-free waters 
worldwide.

Since we started fishing we have fished with more than 
3000 kids! But it is not just fishing, through our school 
program we offer a comprehensive three-element 
program, free of charge, educating kids about the 
plastic soup and ways to get involved.

Plastic Whale Foundation



How do we do it?



Our story. 
Our movie.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRTQykjIoL4




We Educate

Our activities.

The Plastic Whale Foundation focuses on four main activities 
to involve as many youngsters (mainly between 12 - 25 
years old) as possible in our mission. 

Public events
The Plastic Whale Foundation organizes two public clean-up 
events a year, involving a wide range of citizens, after two 
of the most busiest days on the dutch waters; King’s day 
and the Canal Parade. 

Plastic fishing 
Since 2014 schoolchildren can go fishing with the 
Foundation. With a growth in funds and donations, we were 
able to involve more schools and children than ever before.

School program
Since 2016 we offer kids a comprehensive three-element 
program, educating them about the plastic soup and inspire 
them about ways to be part of the solution. This brings kids 
and young adults in a direct action with our mission. 

Sharing knowledge
We receive a lot of emails on a daily basis from youngsters 
from all over the world who want to know more about 
creating value from plastic waste, sustainability, how set up 
their own sustainable business or how to get involved in our 
mission. We want to reach out to students not just in the 
Netherlands but further afield, in other areas of the world 
and share our knowledge on how they can get involved. 





Activities and results 2018



Plastic fishing - results 2018 
In 2018 we involved 2022 youngsters in Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam: 

Primary schools: 947 kids
High schools: 576 youngsters 
Universities: 86 youngsters 
Foundations & organisations: 240 youngsters
Childrens parties; 173 kids 

2000+ youngsters 
involved 



Raising awareness by involving

The main focus of the Foundation is to educate youngsters 
about plastic soup. Our main focus is on children between 10 
to 12 years old, because they gain the most from our 
education school program. That’s why we specifically target 
group 7 & 8 to come fishing with us.  

The School Program has been developed into a fun and 
inspiring Education Program that consists of three 
interconnected parts:

● LEARNING - Introduction lesson about the plastic 
soup and the importance of plastic waste as a valuable 
raw material for creating cool new products. 

● DOING - Plastic fishing event: We start with a 
short presentation by one of our skippers. After which 
the children go plastic fishing for  1.5 hours. At the 
end of the plastic fishing trip, there is a group picture 
and the team who fished the most waste out of the 
canals wins a prize.

● INVOLVING - Final workshop at school where we 
activate kids to come up wit their own creative ideas 
to be part of the solution for the plastic soup.

Over the last year 24 school classes got involved  in our 
Education program. Resulting in the participation of  622 kids 
in Amsterdam and Rotterdam. 

Education program. 





Involvement of as many people as 
possible
This year the Foundation organised two public events: the 
Plastic Whale ‘Koningsvissen’ and the ‘Pride Plastic Fishing’ 

Firstly, on Saturday 28th of April we organised the 
‘Koningsvissen’ event. To cure the King’s Day hangover and 
the plastic waste in the canals, we cleaned up the canals with 
254 fishermen! In addition to the Plastic Whale boats, we also 
partnered up with Mokum boat who supported us with their 
boats during the event. This year we fished 245 bags of trash 
from the canals and 39 bags filled with PET. 

Secondly, on Sunday 8th of August we organised the ‘Pride 
Plastic Fishing’ event. This festival attracts several 
hundred-thousand visitors each year resulting in a lot of 
plastic waste in the canals of Amsterdam. This year 278 
fishermen participated with a fleet of 31 boats! We fished 213 
bags of trash from the canals with 3255 plastic bottles that 
will be recycled and made into our boats and furniture. 

Public events.

2 public events involving 
532 people.





Expanding our mission

Young people are very important ambassadors for our cause 
and of course our philosophy of creating positive change by 
involving as many as possible. The number of students who 
approach us with requests for information for their final 
papers and school presentations is growing. The subjects 
range from plastic soup to value creation from waste to 
circular economy and social entrepreneurship.

To meet the demand for information and to increase our 
interaction with young people, we are working to develop an 
online program which will contain information that answers 
the questions, provide materials which they can use for 
presentations, projects and workshops and resources that 
can be used by teachers and professors to educate classes. 

The information and materials will also be available in English 
and it will be developed for different levels of education 
ranging from secondary school to university. We will promote 
this program via social media, online search engine 
optimisation and directly to the schools, teachers and 
youngsters who participate in the Plastic Fishing Program. 

Online platform.





Highlights 2018
The plastic fishing trips with the Foundation varied from one 
boat to 16 boats per trip. In 2018, our top 5 of the most 
special and most diverse plastic fishing trips were: 

1. Rangers of the WNF: 164 kids
2. Montessori: 75 kids
3. British school: 92 kids
4. TU Delft: 63 students
5. Koning Willem I College: 73 high school students

Also, we had 4 international trips with English, German 
and Spanish kids and international students, which together 
added up to 141 international youngsters!

For the Foundation, we set a new record last April: we went 
plastic fishing with 505 kids in one month divided over 11 
plastic fishing trips. 

On the 9th of October, the day of the launch of the golden 
boat in Rotterdam, there was a brainstorm session with kids 
from the Rotterdam primary school De Globetrotter. The 
children came up with ideas what the City of Rotterdam, 
Rijkswaterstaat and the Port of Rotterdam Authority could do 
even better to turn Rotterdam into a circular city.  See the 
video of this festivity in Rotterdam via this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8UGYgMY6q8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8UGYgMY6q8


Our goals for 2019



We Educate 2019
We have very high ambitions for the Plastic Whale 
Foundation in 2019 and onward. We want to build upon the 
strong foundation that we have created over the last few 
years and increase the involvement of youngsters from 
across The Netherlands.

For 2019 we want to expand our activities: 

● Involve 3.500 kids in our mission by going plastic 
fishing

● Educate 1.500 kids by our Education Program, out 
of the 3.500 kids, who will go plastic fishing 

● Activate kids by expanding our activities to 4 
different Dutch cities with our Plastic Fishing 
Challenge. 

● Inspire students and youngsters through sharing 
knowledge and launching our international online 
platform

● Engage 700 people in our public events on two of 
the most polluting days of the year: the day after 
King’s Day and after the Canal Parade 





Thanks for your support ! 

Partners.

Donors.

Sponsors.

Thanks for your support! 
Thanks to your support we could expand our mission and 
go plastic fishing with even more youngsters in 2018! 

With the support of PET Power of € 2.000 another 60 kids 
were able to join our educational program and our plastic 
fishing activity on the canals of Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam!




